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Spirit dictating the right course of action and superseding
the necessity of particular rules. Now the doctrine of
the Scribes, lawyers, and Pharisees may be briefly summed
up by saying that it consisted in the denial of a present
Spirit, and in the assertion of the paramount necessity
of particular rules. They believed that the inspiring
Power which had dwelt with their ancestors and made them
virtuous was withdrawn, and they compiled out of the
works of those ancestors an elaborate system of rules which
might serve them for guidance in his absence. In other
words, their doctrine and Christ's were precisely contrary
to each other.

Both Christ and the legalist desired to preserve Juda-
ism, but the legalist believed that in order to do this it
was necessary to adopt a defensive attitude, to throw up
walls of partition, and as much as possible to isolate
the Jew from those dangerous influences which might
otherwise have obliterated his nationality. Thin belief
was a confession of the weakness of the Jewish prin-
ciple, a confession that it had ceased to be a match
for the influences in the midst of which it was placed,
and it suggested a number of hateful and immoral
contrivances for perpetuating the division between Jew
and Gentile. The hatred which the Jews incurred from
the surrounding nations, the fancy current among the
Gentiles that Moses had forbidden them to show a
traveller the way unless he professed their own belief,
or to direct a thirsty man to the fountain unless he
were circumcised, had its rise in this odious theory of
isolation.

Christ, on the contrary, proposed to preserve Judaism
by putting it upon the offensive, by making it universal.